
deaths of those more than seventy years old,
and in rural districts one third the total mortality

. occurred in aged persons.

Medical Society, State of New York.
—

At the annual meeting of the Medical Society of
the State of New York, which was held in Albany
on Jan. 30 and 31 and Feb. 1, the plan previously
agreed upon for the merging of the State Medical
Association with that body was carried out. The
State Association and the various County Asso-
ciations now pass out of existence, while the
general plan of their organization has been en-

grafted upon the State Society and the County
Societies in affiliation with it. Every member of
a County Society becomes by reason of such mem-

bership a member also of the State Society and
is required to contribute to the support of the
latter. The New York State Journal of Medicine,
the monthly publication established by the State
Association, is to be continued, and in it will be
printed all the papers read at the meetings of the
State Society. The following officers were elect-
ed: President, Dr. Joseph D. Bryant of New
York (re-elected); First Vice-President, Dr. Her-
man R. Ainsworth of Addison, Steuben County;
Second Vice-President, Dr. Frederic C. Curtis of
Albany; Third Vice-President, Dr. Allen A.
Jones of Buffalo; Secretary, Dr. Wisner R.
Townsend of New York; Treasurer, Dr. Alex-
ander Lambert of New York. At a public meet-
ing held on the first night of the session addresses
were delivered by ex-President Grover Cleveland
and the Hon. St. Clair McKelway, of the Board
of Regents, University of the State of New York.

Obituaries.

GEORGE RYERSON FOWLER, M.D.
Dr. George Ryerson Fowler, the eminent

surgeon, died on Feb. 6, in the Albany Hospital,
where he had undergone two operations for
appendicitis with complications. While on his
way to Albany on Jan. 29, to attend the annual
meeting of the Medical Society of the State of
New York, he was taken ill, and the same night
the first operation was performed by Dr. Van der
Veer. Dr. Fowler was born in Brooklyn, N. Y.,
on Dec. 25, 1848, and was graduated from
Bellevue Hospital Medical College in 1871. His
professional life was passed in Brooklyn, and for
the first two years after his graduation he was on

- the staff of the Central Dispensar)7. He was the
first visiting surgeon to the Bushwick and East
Brooklyn Dispensary on its organization in 1878,
and presiding officer of its medical staff until
1887, when he was appointed consulting surgeon.

For a number of years he was surgeon-in-chief
of the Brooklyn Hospital, and at the time of his
death he was attending surgeon at the Methodist
Episcopal (Seney) Hospital and the German
Hospital, and consulting surgeon to the Nor-
wegian, St. Mary's, Bushwick and St. John's
hospitals. He was also a member of the State
Board of Medical Examiners. In 1877 Dr.
Fowler was commissioned assistant surgeon, and
in 1886 surgeon, of the 14th Regiment, National
Guard of New York. In 1902, he was appointed
surgeon of the National Guard, with the rank of
colonel and brevet brigadier-general, on the staff
of Major-Gen. Charles F. Roe. In 1885 he estab-
lished classes for instruction in first aid to the
injured at the New York State Camp at Peeks-
kill, and this movement shortly resulted in the
issuing of an order from the adjutant-general's
office in Washington for similar instruction at all
military posts in the United States. In 1890 the
Red Cross Society of Brooklyn was organized,
with Dr. Fowler as president, and the Society has
done excellent work in instructing members of
the police force how to act in cases of accident.
In the Spanish-American war Dr. Fowler served
as chief surgeon with Gen. Fitzhugh Lee, and he
organized hospitals in Havana when that city
passed into the control of our army.
Dr. Fowler was one of the founders of the'

Brooklyn Anatomical Society, its first secretary
and later its president. Among the other posi-
tions in medical societies which he held were
those of president of the Kings County Medical
Society and vice-president of the New York
Academy of Medicine.
He possessed remarkable skill as an operator

and was regarded as a leading surgical authority,
especially in abdominal surgery. Dr. Fowler
was a man of indefatigable industry and was ever

ready to give to the profession the benefit of his
enormous experience. Consequently, he was a
voluminous and highly esteemed writer on

surgical subjects, and an elabo 'te treatise on

surgery, by him, in two volumes now on the
press in Philadelphia.

JOHN SLADE ELY, M.D.
The death of Dr. John S. Ely of New Haven,

Conn., occurred last week under peculiarly tragic
circumstances. Shortly before his death he was

thrown from a horse on a hard pavement, frac-
turing his skull and never recovering conscious-
ness. An operation proved unavailing. Dr.
Ely was one of the leading physicians of his city,
and at the time of his death was professor of the
theory and practice of medicine in the Yale
Medical School. He received his education at the
Sheffield Scientific School, graduating in 1881,
and his medical training from the College of
Physicians arid Surgeons of New York, graduating
in 1886. He was forty-six years old at the time of
his death, and had established for himself an
enviable position in the profession, both within
and without his native city.
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